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AUGUST, 1969. 

At 3.56 a.m. BST on July 21, Man set foot on another 
celestial body for the first time. Homo sapiens had gained his 
first real foothold on the long long ladder to the stars. The 
Moon5 the pale yellow light of which has inspired poems and 
prompted bashful young men to propose to their sweetheart�, is 
just the beginning. For Man is an inquisitive creature. He 
has an insatiable curiosity. A thirst for knowledge which will 
never be quenched. And it is this which has� and will continue 
to drive him on, be it for the better or worse. Even when clad 
in animal furs and living in caves5 Man must have stretched out 
his arms yearning for that golden globe which haunts the night 
sky. Now, hundreds of thousands of years later5 it is �ithin 
his grasp. Man knows he can escape the Earth's clutches - and 
return safely. At last he has truly emerged from his pl·anetary 
cradle. There will be no going backo Already his si6hts are 

·firmly fixed on the planets. 

The Moon, a desolate uninviting body, is a mere stone's 
throw away on the cosmic scaleo It is but a launching pad to 
other, far more distant worlds. The road to these will be 
fraught with dang�r. Men may die at the wayside, but this must 
not stop us. Knowledge cannot be reckoned in lives • • • • •  or pounds, 
shillings and penceo The money being spent on space research 
is an investment, albeit one ih which the dividends are not 
readily apparent. Space research is advancing practically every 
science, especially medicine, yet the public as a whole do not 
realise this. It is also pr oviding thousands of jobs in 
industry. Critics who say the millions of pounds could be used 
to fe ed the starving millions, are being very naive. Do they 
really think that if space research ground to a h8lt or was even 
scaled down5 the money would be put to a better use? More than 
likely it would go into the military money-box. 

Man ' s ul t i m a t e goal are the s tar s • I t i s out . the r e , . 

countless light-years away, that his destiny lies. An indes­
cribable force seems to be drawing him away from Mother Earth. 
Who can say what awaits hiQ out there in the seemingly endless 
void? 

- Ron Toft 
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Per si s te nee of the UFO phe nor:1e na will be the death-blow 
to the R eport of the Condon Comoittee. 

This is the view of a top American astronower who has been 
UFO consultant to the United States Air Force for more than 
20 years. He is Dr. Allen Hynck, Director of· the Lindheimer 
Astron orr1ical R esearch Centre at N orthvJestern University, 
Evanston, Illinois. Dr. Hynek, who is to consult informally 
with SIGAP, said in a letter to the Editor�-

11The taboo subject of UFOs is presently even nore taboo 
because of the Condon R eport 5 but I do not believe the eff·ects 
of the latter 1.vill be lasting. If the phenomenon continues, 
that will be in itself the best possible rebuffer to the Condon 
R eport". 

Dr. Hynek goes on to say that on Deceu� e r 27 this year 
the AE1erican Association for the Advancedent of .Science is 
holding an all-day symposiw::1 to discuss the UFO enigma. 

11 I have been invited to give a half-hour papern, Dro Hynek 
continues. "I an considering what I ,might say that might have 
the greatest impact on a scientific audience. I aQ rather 
in c 1 in e d t o be 1 i e ve t ha t if I 1 e nd �Jy se 1 f e n t ir e ly to t h o se UFO 
cases in whi6h clear-cut physical effects have been reported 
(interference with the operation of autorJobiles, disturbing 
effects on animals, etc.) the sceptics in the audience will be 
more hard-pressed to sweep these away than if one were to deal 
with '_lights in th e night sky' o I am going to exclude sibgl� 
witness cases since to the scep tic these are suspect frou the 
start and no amount of pattern delineation will serve to woo 
them from the verdict of hallucination. But if two or more 
people have observed these physical effects and are of 
uni1:1peachable r epu tat ion in their coE1t1uni ties, then we have 1:1uch 
li1ore to go on". 

Earlier this year Dr. Hynek wrote an article in the 
"Bulletin of The .AtorJtc Scientists", saying what he thought of 
the Condon Report o The Report of the Condon Comnittee, 
published in January in a voluminous paperback entitled "The 
Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects", is, in the 
opin ion of Dr. Hyne k, "a strange sort of scientific paper and 
does not fulfill the promise of its title11o. 

In brief, Dro Hynek feels, as I am sure we all do, that 
the UFO Committee paid too �uch attention to the sightings which 
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obviously had a conventional explanation, and not enough to 
the really baffling cases. 

"S c i e n t if i call y trained r ea de r s \v i 11 f i nd t he se p ape r s as 
troublesome and dull to read as they probably were to write", 
goes on Dr. Hynek in his review article. "The book leaves the s ame 
strange inexplicable residue of unknowns which has plagued the 
u.s. Air Force investigation for 20 years. In fact, the 
percentage of 'unknowns' in the Condon Report appears to be even 
higher than in the Air Force investigation (Project Blue

.
Book) 

which lead to the Condon investigation in the first place". 

D.r. Hynek goes on then to deal with particular aspects of 
the UFO p.roble.r:1. Especially interesting is the effect which 
sorne UFOs have on autor!lobile engines. Yet the Condon Report, 
says Hynek, examined 8nly one report concerning this. 

11The conclusion was 'No satisfactory explanation for such 
effects, if indeed they occurred, is apparent' o This reasoning 
seeQs to attempt to resolve the problem by dismissing it. One 
Qay ask - was it not the function of the investigation to 
deternine whether these reported events did indeed occur?" 

.One of the raany stateL£nts in the Cc.:ndon Repor:; which 
.really puzzles Dre Eynek is the following one, comoenting en a 
UF 0 s ig h t i ng � 1 The r e s id u e i s a i'JO s t in t r i g u i ng r e p or t t ha t 
must certainly be classed as an unknown pending further study, 
which it certainly deserves. It does appe?.r that this sighting 
defies explanation by conventional oeans'. 

Yet in spite of this elEoent of oystery, the American 
National Acsdemy of Sciences endorsed the Report of the Condon 
Coooittee and agreed that a further investigation would be 
pointless. 

The cases, such as the one referred to in the stateoent 
above, "are glaringly there - an outright challenge to huli1an 
cur iosity'1, says Dr . Hynek. 'iit is difficult to under stand why 
the National Academy of Sciences has fully endorsed Dr. Condon1s 
opinion that no further work on the UFO phenomenon should be 
done". 

Dr. Hynek really hits the nail on the head when he says of 
the Condon investigation� "T:::>o Duch was adli1itted for possible 
study when only 1 ini ted time and funds were available., • •  0 o .vJhy 
clut·ter up a study with reports which a cursory examination by 
people experienced with the subject could aloost certainly have 
disoissed as Venus, a balloon, :::>r a twinkling star? It Qay be 
of interest to a sociologist that a large percentage of our 
population cannot identify a bright planet or a bright oeteor, 
but it is of little value to include such trivial cases when 
others left untouched are truly puzzling • • • o • •  Should not the 
p�rpose of a study such as Drc Condon's have been to deter�ine 
whether there was anything to truly puz zling reports - not to 
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o b v i o us c a s e s of t r i v i a 1 El i s - ·  id e n t if i c a t i .J n s 1 1 � 

Dr. Hynek goes on to say that froQ his own experience of 
UFO investigations he \Arould not h ave bothered I:Jith nearly two­
thirds of the cases oentioned in the Condon Report5 He 
de scribes them as being "potentially profi'tle ss for the avowed 
pur p o s e s of the p r o j e c t 11 c 

He continuesg 11Both the public and the project staff have 
apparently confused the UFO problem with the extra-terrestrial 
intellig ence hypothesis. This may hold the greatest popular 
interest, but it is not the issueo �he issue is� Does a 
legitimate UFO phenomenon e x ist? 11• 

Dr. Hynek adds tha t thG UFO phenomena may be as 
inexplicable to present-day science as the aurora vas in the 
last century. "From t his point of view, how does the Condon 
Report serve science when it suggests that a phenomenon which 
has been reported by oany thousands of people over so long a 
time, is unworthy of further scie n t ific attention? Final 
judg ement of the work of the Condon Comoittee, �hich was not 
a study of truly Unidentified Flying Objects, but largely of 
easily identifiable objects� �.v-::.1 1 be handed doHn by the UFO 
phenooenon itselfo Past e.:cperience s�gge�ts it cantlot be 
r e ad i 1 y \v a v e d away 11 o 

It is a great pity there are not mor� open-mindGd truly 
sci'eritific scientists like Dr. H?nekc If ta kes a special kind 
of courage, when one holds a position of impo:' tance i n  the 
scientific coJ.J.li:lunity, to go agair.st tl1e grain 'Jf conventional 
thinking. Let us hope it is n.Jt too long before other 
scientists cor:1e round to his way of thinking and recognise 
the UFO ph e no me na for the my s t er y i t i s • 

For the be ne f it of ne \v i.:1 e r11 be r s , the C o nd on UFO C omn i t t e e 
was set up b y  the UoSo Air Force in 1966o The two-year study, 
based at the University of Colorado, was supposed to have 
solved the UFO enigma once and for all. Unfortunately it 
did .. not. Instead of ans\vering the q uestions , it only posed 
more. 

250-YEAR OLD �PACE MYSTBRY by Tim Childerhouse; I recently had 
the opportunity to wander through the corridors aod observe 
from· the lawns of 11Moor Park'1 at Fa.rnham, Surrey. As many· 
will know, Moor Park was at on e time the hone of Jonathan Swif t, 
who \vrote "Gulli\-ers Travels'1 there in 1726. A curious . . 
circumstance with respect to Phobos and Deimos, the tiny moons 
of Mars, will be familiar to those who know the storyo ·The 
astronomers aboard the flying island of 11Lapupa'i had, accord­
ing t o  Gulliver, ke en vi.sion and good tele sco pe se Gulliver 
said that these astronomers had found two satellites of Mars, 
one of which revolved round the planet in ten oours, and the 
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o ther in t wen t y-one and a half. fwif t no t only made a correc t 
guess abou t the number of moons, bu t s t a t ed t heir periodic 
t imes \vi th grea t accuracy. These fac t s  were no t known un t il 
1887, 150 years af t er Swift wro t e  t h e  book. Un t il new 
informa t ion t urns up - and we migh t have t o  wai t until a man 
lands on Mars - Swif t 's predictions of t he t�ny moons of Mars 
remains a mys t ery. 

OBJECTS IN ORBIT� Minis t er of Technology, Mr. An t hony Wedgwood 
Benn, announced in t he House of Commons recen t ly t h a t  there were 
now 1,750 objec ts orbi ting t he Ear t h. Of t hese, 371 were 
sa t elli tes - 291 �merican, 67 Russian, 5 French, 3 Canadian, 
3 b elonging t o  the European Space Research Organisation 
( E.S.R�O. ) , and 2 Bri t i sh . The �o�t ·wns rocke t and sa t elli te 
debris. 

DID A SAUCER LAl'lD IN NEW SOUTH WALES?� 0 n the morning of 
April 16, 1969, Mr.· T. J. Heffernan , a share-farmer of 
Bungawalabin, about 15 8ile s south of Lisnore in nor t hern 
New Sou t h  Wale s, Aus tralia , was inspecting his prope rty on 
horseback. A t  an instan t he n o : ice d  aQong t he sacc aline cr op 
( a fodder grain, growing t o  nine fee t in heigh t ) a fla t tened 

area ab ou t  16 fee t  by 20 fee t , with t wo cle arly dis t inguishable 
circular pa t ches. The re st of t h e  crop '\ve.s n_ot damage d. No 
signs of foo t print s  we re seen and fe nces were in t ac t .  In this 
area th e s t alks we re broke n at g round le vel and lying in a 
nor t h  t o  sou t h  dire ction. The whole sce ne app e ared as if 
some thing had l snd e d , trav e lle d along the·ground for a few 
yards, stopped, travelle d again and finally t aken off. Since 
t his in c i de n t happened on Mr. Ian Lo Robinson's proper t y, and 
he is :��!ember of the Fede ral P � rliamen t ,  i t  is expec ted tha t 
t he whole ma t t er will be  much more offici�lly investiga t ed t han 
it wo uld be in other cases. Mro Ro binson is of the opinion 
t ha t  soQething came in from t he air to squash the crop and was 
not a cyclone or wind as sooe peopl e s ug g e s t e d o I t  is in t eres t ­
ing t o  no t e  t ha t  similar inprints have been found. during the las t  
few ye�rs i n  locali t ies such a s  Banks t own and Cairns and 
par t icularly in Tully, Aus t ralia's wos t famous case, when a 
f 1 y i ng -sauce r w a s se en by Mr • G • P e d 1 e y taking off such a ''ne s t 11 • 

( Credi t :  U . F . O � I � C . N e wsle tte r, S t .  JaQes, Sydney) . 

1-'IAN SZES UFO AND DIES� A man in Colombia, Sou t h  An1erica, died 
recen tly from a mys t ery illne ss, after he claime d he had se en 
a flying-saucer, accorG.ing t o  a report in tbe "Sunii ne v:spape r. 
Arcesi Bermude z  (50) became ill after he said he saw a blue 
and orange disc-shaped craf t with flas hing light s, in his back 
garden. Mr. Be rmud ez said he went t o  within thre e yards of 
t he saucer, the n went back t o  his house to ge t a torch. On his 
way back the scuce r took off. A we e k  after the incide nt a 
doctor found Mr. Be rmude z  vom i t ing viole ntly. Gas t ro-enteri tis 
was diagnosed, bu t t he man was found t o  have an e xtre me ly low 
body t e mpera t ure . He kept repea ting t o  t he end that he ha.d 
se en a spaceship . 
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On June 28� for the third consecutive year, SIGAP held 
its annual skywatch on Pewley Downs� Guildford. The site wa� 
also chosen again as the United Kingdom Skywatch H.:�. by the 
British UFO Research Association. 

Several new techniques were used on this skywatch and f0r 
the first time the four duty members were moved to a position 
about 200 yards from SIGAP's H.Q. tent. This was to enable 
the watchers to concentrate on their tasks and n0t be distracted 
by the hustle and bustle around the radio van� which was a 
constant source of interesto Two walkie-talkie radio sets were 
suc·cessfully used as a means of communication bet'ftJeen the 
watchers and the tent. The four observers worked a two-hou� 
shift. They "tvere equipped "tvith·a variety of instrUDents ­
incl uding e..n as tro -compa.&&, por-table-- -tap€-r·ee0r·der, movie -camera 
and binoculars. In adC:.ition, they had a list of se.tellites 
due over du.ring the "tvatch, kindly provided by SIG_-\.P consultant 
and satellite expert Tim Childerhouse, and of cou.r se, pencils 
and notepads. They were constantly in touch with the 6uty man 
at the table by the tent, w�o took note of the reports as they 
\ve re t1ade • 

At the main site, the cars, radio, BUFORA van. (which 
supplied coffee all night), 1�1obile generator, UFG detectors, 
telescopes and the aerial for the transmitter, held up by six 
helium-filled balloons, WEre positioned. 

Members arrived on the site at 1530 hours to set up the 
equipment, fill the balloons and organise the watch generally. 
At 1900 the watch officially began its 12�hour run. The usual 
aircraft contrails were seeno Then one alert spotter noted a 
silver disc following closely on the heels of an airliner. I t  
caused some excitenent and it was only after a oinute or so that 
the disc was recognised through binoculars as being another 
aircraft, with the sun glintly strongly from a section of the 
fuselage. This incident provided .a perfect example of how 
easily a conventional object could be mis-identified. The 
weather incidentally, was very good. A bright._warm day with �/10 
cloud cover, a light N.W. wind and visibility up to 15 Biles. 

. . 
As the ni�ht drew in, next to the setting sun appeared a 

''sun-dog". This small patch of coloured light \v.as successfully 
photogr2.phed by the 8.mm colour movie C'3.L1era and vie1.·red \·Jith 
interest .by those who had not seen a "sun-dog'; before. Later 
(2250) the first satellite appe_ar�d. _ _ _ There _wq_re to be r.::tny such 
visitors during the night.· Then·, o.t 2316, t1.vo st,�.tionary red 
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lights appeared .in the S.E. These np peJ.red ag2in during the 
night (2347, 0315) on n be 2ring of 141° and with an elev2tion 
of 3t0• It w2s eventually decided that the lights oust have 
belonged to aircraft l�nding at Gatwick Airport. At 0100 the 
rndio st2tion clos ed down bec2use of static. D uring the 
evening its operator hnd been unnble to raise other groups in 
the UoK., or �chieved the hoped for contact with Australia. 
But we succeeded in making cont:J.ct with a large nwnber of 
rJ.dio "hams11, including one in l"lio.mi, Floridno As the station 
was closed down, further use was Qade of the six balloons. 
They were released at 0125 and 0145 with lights attached. The. 
first cluster carried a low intensity light which was lost 
from vie w \vithin a few t1inutes.. But the second ·cluster \vere 
equip9ed with o. high intensity light. They were eventually 
seen floating N.Eo at approximately 1,500 feet, passing over 
Guildford. The light diL1'ned occasionally as the balloons 
twisted b�ck and forth , looking like a typical UFO. Our 
experiment yielded·no wild reports from the area and therefore 
it does show that a bright craft can hover over a town in the 
early hours� without -it being reported.-

After many more aircraft reports o.nd a few meteor 
sightings, the skJ1vatch finished at 0700 on June 29. I should 

like to thank everyone who participated for the ir help, and 
also our many contacts who loaned a "\vide range of equiprJent. 

----------------------------

lOOTH MEMBER� Alnin Ho\v:.rd of 6 "l�oodside Cott:tges� Elstead, 
has. become SIGAP's lOOth mem ber. Other pe�ple who have joined 
the g roup since the 'iList of Meobers" vJD.s pLJ.blished in Nay 
are�-

Raymond Fry, "St. Kildan, Springhill, Elstead, Surrey. 
Michael Mer cer, "Langde.les", 7 Chinthurst Park, 

S ha 1 for d 5 S ur re y • 

Robert Taylor � 24 Fernda.le Road, nor sell, Waking, Surrey. 
D avid P i per , lf 2 C hr is t c h ur c h D r i v e , B 1 a c �ate r ; 

C n �1 be r 1 e y , S u..r re y • 

A.G. Davies, High Edsn Faro, Ewhurst, Surrey. 

NEW UFO GROUP � A new UFO group has been forned in the Hest 
Country. It is called the South West Unidentified Aerial 
Phenomena Inve stigo.tion Group. '�tJe are not composed of science­
fiction reading cranks and have a serious and genuine interest 
in the apparently continual appearanc� and· subsequent reporting 
of this phe rionena " , writes group official Gerald L ovell in a 
West Country newspaper. The anrual subscription will be 
15s. The group's publication will be a bi-monthly bulletin 
called ZENITH. SIGAP' s \·Jest Country DEElber s night lil�e to 
contact Mr. Lovell to find out �ore about the group. His 
address is� 126 Summerhill Roo.d, Sto George, Bristol, 
BS5 8JU. 
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+ THE HISTORY OF FLYING SAUCERS + 
+ + 
+ By Ron Toft + 
+ + 
+ Part 2. Pilot Chases UFO.- And Dies + 
+ + 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On January 7? 1948? less than a year after Arnold saw his 
nine sauce rs, a National Guard pilot tried to get to grips with 
a UFO - and died in the. at teElpt. 

Captain Thomas F. Mante ll a�d two other pilots we re on 
routine flights ne ar the Godman Fie ld Air Force Base in Ke ntucky. 
Early in the afternoon police stations we re flooded with calls 
telling of a huge glowing disc which tore across the sky he ad­
ing in the dire ction of the ai r base . The base was ale rted and 
soon top Air Force personne l had gathe red in the Godman Field 
control tower� including Colone l Hix, the CowJanding Office r. 

Where was this object which everyone had apparently seen? 
Would the y se e it? The ir questions were soon answe red. For 
at almost three o'clock the cr.aft appeared through a gap in 
the clouds. Sveryone saw it. The circular object wa� huge -
and eElitting re d flame s in bu.rsts. 

Mantell and his fellow pilots were ordered to seek out and 
pursue the object. Eventually Mantell spotted it. He t.old the 
control towe r that it was a colossal thing� betwe en 500 and 
1,000 fe et across, and cruising at 250 m.p.h . And it looke d 
metallic. He then le .ft his companions and clicbed up afte r the 
disc. But it climbe d higher still and accelerated to 400 o.p.h. 
Mantell followed it. �hat happene d  afte r that no-one knows 
for sure. The wre ckage of Hante ll' s plane· was found scatte re d 
over a wide area, the in�ividual pieces scored with peculiar 
lines. Mantell's last message to base is thought to have been; 
'iGo ing to 20 ,000. . .�.;f . no qlo.ser. will abandon chase". It is 
believe d that Mante ll blacke d out from lack of oxygen and his 
plane plllinmeted to earth out of controlo But this will neve r 
be known for certain. Neithe r will the cause of t�e line s on 
the remains of the aircraft. 

What was the object seen by Mantell and the Air Force Base 
pe rsonnel? Some have said it was the plane·t.venus, some times 
visible during daytime. Others have spe culated that it was a 
large mete orological balloon. In my opinion both theories are 
too ridiculous to be

.
e ven worthy of conside ration. 

Gove rnme nt and Air Force authorities soon realised that 
UFOs we re not a passing phase. Reports \vere coming in all the 
time. As a result,. on J_g.nuary 22? 1948, the Air Force set up 
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Project Saucer� based at the A'ir Technical Intc::lligence Centre 
(A.T.I.C.) at the Wright Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, 

Ohio. Project Saucer was given a 2A priority classification. 
The highest class possible was lA. All convincing UFO reports 
received by other Air Force bases across the country were 
forwarded to Project Saucer. The top brass hoped that the 
research team would solve the mystery within a few months, a 
year at the most. 

After a long and tedious investigation, collecting and 
analysing reports and assessing the credibility of witnesses, 
the Project Saucer tenm issued a report in September 1948 
stating that the source of the "hard-core" UFOs was probably 
interplanetary. A full report was sent to the Air Force Chief 
of Staff� General Hoyt So Vandenberg, in the Pentagon. But he 
refused to accept Project Saucer's conclusion� claiming there 
was insufficient evidence to support the extra-terrestrial 
theory of the origin of the saucerso One wonders how General 
Vandenberg could have made such a bold statement, considering 
he was not a member of the team which carried out the research. 

The ball was thrown back in Project Saucer's court. But 
following the statement by General Vandenberg� there seems to 
have been a drastic change in attitude towards UFOs at high 
level at t�e Air Technical Intelligence Centre. There was a 
distinct split in the Project Saucer personnel. Some reseerchers 
felt that all UFOs should be attributed to aeroplanes and 
natural phenowena - just to please the General. This resulted 
in a head-on clash with those who felt that saucers were 
inter planetary. 

For some obscure reason� on February 11,- 194"9, Project 
Saucer was renaQed Project Grudge. It was at this point that 
most serious UFO research seems to have ground to a stop. The 
first Project G rudge report was �ssue on April 27, 1949. It 
categorically stated that 30 per cent of all UFOs could be 
explained away as misinterpr�tation of conventional objects. 
The team oembers also forecast that at least another 30 per cent 
'tvO uld fall in to the same class. 

The second - and last - report appeared on December 27, 
1949. _ALL UFO s i t said, were either hoaxes, hallucina t ioris, 
aerqplanes, balloons· or natural phenomena. It also stated that 
Project Grudge was being wound up. But sightings were still 
being reported and the public was beginning to suspect that 
something fishy was goi6g on. The Air Force, people clai@ed, 
knew far more about UFOs than they made out. 

DIVORCE FOR UFO IviJiN� Hr. William Brinsley le Poer T�e�c�, 
author of several UFO books, was granted a de·cree n1s1 1n the 
London Divorce last month, on grounds of desertion by his wife. 
Mr. le Poer Trench lives in Drayton Gardens, Kensington, and 
is the half-brother of the Earl of Clancarty. 

--------------------� --------
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SPACE AND UFO CONV�NTION � Final reminder that Brit a in's first 
National Space and UFO Convention \vill be held in the grounds 
of \:.foburn Abbey on August 17. Standholder s include r::.IGAP5 the 
Bedfor·d UFO Society, the Interplanetary Space Travel Research 
Group (U.Ko), which is organising the convention, Contact UoKo, 
Unidentified Flying Object Researchers, Ne ville Spearman Ltd., 
publishers of many UFO books, and several others. The most· 
noteworthy lecturer is .L\rthur Shuttlewood, the Uarninster 
journalist 1.vho wrote "The �·l3.rE1inster Hystery11 a nC. i'I;Jc.rnings 
Fror.1 Flying Fr iends'1• The convention opens to standholder s at 
8 a.n., to the public at 11 a.mo, and the official opening 
will be at 1 p.mo CloslU'e time ha s  not yet been officially 
decided, but it is expected to be around 9 p.no SIGAP Ch2irman 
Omar Fowle r recently attended a meeting at LondoG's Caxton Hall 

to f·inalise arrangements. Here is his brief report·� 11The 
convention.i..rill be attended by a large nlllJber of UFO groups, 
representing many fields of thought. The conventi�n President, 
Mr. M. Vo Parry has invested a considerable amount of pe rsonal 
money into the proj ect to ensure its success. He is fully aware 
of the difference in the viewpoints held by the v�rious groups 
and is looking forward to our participation as a stabilising 
influence amongst the 1i\·ray-out11 groups. There "�llii.l be for 
instance, the K�.ngdom Revival Crusade, Lunic Zntsrprises 1,vith 
John Searle once again showing the Anericans how space-travel 
should beally be Q.one, and also the \vell-kno\vn Aetherius. Societyo 
Ths nearest railw�y station is Flitwick, from which a coach will 
run to the Abbey. Will neobers interested in going please 
contact Group Sec�etary D ick Beet, who may be able to help with 
ar rang i ng 1 if t s e t c • " 

LETTERS� 01.ving to lack of space , letters to the Editor have had 
to be held over until next Qon�h. 

NEXT MEETING: The next SIGAP meeting will be held on September 9 
in t�e canteen of the Plastic Coatings Factory, Guildford. 
It will start at 8 Poil1o The guest speaker will be 11Pegasus11 
Edito r Ran Toft, who will give his second talk on the Moo n .  

� D V E R T I S E M E N T S 

;FOR SALE: 3-inch O ttw�y Refr�cting Telescope, with 
:finder, obj�ctives and tripod. Precision-built 
:instrument. £6o. Brian Leighton, ."Tangley Cottage'1·, 

;1/Jonersh. Guildford 66543. 

[FLYIN G SAUC ER S ARE FACT INVESTIGATION SOCIETY; General 
rneeting and lecture to be held in October - date yet 
:to be fixed - at the FriEnds Meeting House, Hartshead, 
�Sheffield 1 .  Guest speakers� Philip R odgers, N orr11an 

·�oliver .and Roger Stan\vay. Advance tickets 5/- or write 
:ror further detai;Ls to� C o NoR ose , 8 Findon Place, 
!Sheffield 6.  soa.e • . Please.! . .. . . .. . ... 
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Village hit 
by ball 
lightning 
tremor 
A DEEP crater was gouged in the ground, 

telephone wires melted and the earth 
shook when ball lightning struck Ewhunt OD 
Wednesday afternoon. . 

Mr. A. E. Davies, of Hiab �anh., I knew immediately what 
Edu Farm, Ewhant, and �t was as I take a great mterNt 

, Mr. · John Risbridler, of 
m meteoroloay and had witnei· 

'• Paws, Faraeres Road, Ash 
sed ball lightnmJ before." 

The Dall l i gh tning struck a 
! Vale, were talking darina a telegr�ph pole, gouging a deep 

I 
storm at 3 p.m. hole m the ground and bumin& 

Mr. Danes said on Thundal'' the surrounding area ' in the dri"Ye 
"I was lookinc over the field� of loseley Farm, Ewhu"t· 

wlten I •w a Wincline ftasb drop 1t disintegrated telephone and 

! �rom the Ky accompanied by aa earth wires as it went and then 

i 1ntense nplc*on. The ball of shot out .of . the crater and pro-
hme was ooACen&ntted in one ceeded d1ggmg a furrow as it 
ll!"ea, btd l_..t tntnlled for went, towards a strand of wire 

about 100 yards on each "ide. A looped round a nearby tree. It 
terrific doud of yellow dust rose final!Y landed 50 yards away 

into the air aDd I tboupt som�- ma k mg a small hole in the 
thing was on flre... g round. 

Mr. Dao,.· tes �id that :'vir. Ris- Earth trembled 
brid�er su&gested an atrcraft 
might have crashed and he ran 
over the fields to the scene. 

'lhe a1r all a round seemed 
electrified and smelt of burning 

I Luminolli ball 
In an article m the "Surrey 

I Advertiser" last year, Mr. Richi..trd 
Bee�. secretary of the Surrey 
Soc�ety ln\'estigation Group on 
�enal. Phenomena, said that ball 
hghtrung nurly always appeared 
as a luminous ball or pea r - sholped 
mass varying in size from a Jin. 
sphere to a mass 40ft. in diameter. 
. It was · usually blue or orange 
m colour and the appearance of 

I 
the ball . w.a" often accnmpanied 
by a htssm11. soun d. It oftm 

1 exploLled on contact with Clef'tain 
materials or leaves and left behind 
a sharp smell of Cl:.>nne. 

Mr. Beer emphasised that it was 
extremely dangerous to touch 
these hall� which oftel"l ;inn .. ar"'d 
d.uring or after thunderstor'm� a�d 
were a16o a<.<.ociated with earth­
quakes. volcanic eruptions. tor­
nad�s and stron� electrical ftelds. 

A telephone engineer at the 
scene oo Thursday ia id the wires 
were comple�ly disintegrated 
for 300 yards and all the earth 
wires on two' telegraph poles 
melted. leaving the staple s hold­
ing them intact. Telephone 
services to the farm wefe cut 

Residents in Ewburst an d Cran­
. leigh felt the earth trembl� wh�n 

the lightnin& str uck.. No one was 
hurt. 

The cause of ball li!tMning is not 
fully u n d e r s too l1. but one. 
American theory is th�t it happens 
whtn high tension �rr lines are 
overloaded or when �rtain atmos­
pheric pollutants and meteoro­
logical conditi-ons combine. This 
combinatioR may produce ball 
lightning dis<:harges along these 
lines. 
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Above is .a photograph we thought new mernbers wo.uld especially 

like to see. It is of SIGAP's first exhibition, held in the front 

window of "Gamnions11, North Street, Guildford, in july last year. 

Organised by Group Secretary Dick Beet and Chairman Omar 

Fovvler, It featured a selection of excellent U. F.O paintings by 

SIGAP member Dan Butcher, U.F.O books, magazines, photograpr�s 

and satellite models. Other exhibits included a geiger counter 

and a U.F.O detector. 
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